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“Who is My Neighbor?”

I would like to share my experience of visiting an exhibit held at the Jewish museum in Atlanta this spring. The
exhibit called “Art of Gaman” is a collection of artwork by the Japanese people in the internment camps during
World War 1l. My son, who is an alumnus of SAINTS and a freshman in college, was doing a research on Japanese
internment camp, so we decided to go together. First, | was impressed by the artistic talent of ordinary Japanese
people. They were able to produce such fine artwork in the midst of despair, after losing their homes and jobs with
no hope of getting anything back.

Second, I was deeply moved by the reason why the Japanese Issei and Nissei decided to speak up so many years
after 9/11. After this horrific event, some people began to turn against people of Muslim faith who live in the US.
The Japanese people felt the danger that America might repeat the same mistake again and they wanted to help the
people of Muslim faith. Their message was simple: Just because we were Japanese, we were put into the
internment camps. Please do not discriminate against people just because they believe in another religion.

Thirdly, I was most moved by the fact that the exhibit took place at The Breman Museum, a Jewish museum. The
Jewish people endured the experience of the Holocaust and have empathy toward the Japanese people who suffered
similar discrimination. Through the experience of suffering, empathy and bonding took place between people of
different faiths and races: Japanese Americans, the people of Islam, and Jewish people- three groups who normally
do not seem to share many things in common. They acted with this conviction: “We need to help people in trouble
no matter who they are.” Here | saw some hope for the future of humanity.

It is sad to note that the aggression of Japan in the Pacific caused the Japanese people in the United States to
suffer. Even though we fought a war in the past, it is a miracle to see that Japanese people and American people
want to come to one school and study together in 2012. People from other countries come and join our school as
well. On staff, we have a Jewish teacher. SAINTS has infinite possibilities to create a peaceful coexistence not by
ignoring history, but by remembering it.

Minako Ahearn Principal, Seigakuin, Atlanta International School



